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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Carson City Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is a follow-up to the Community
Risk Hazard Assessment/Community Wildfire Protection Plan prepared for Carson City in 20042005. Thirteen neighborhoods in the Carson City Consolidated Municipality (Carson City) have
been delineated to provide more detailed analyses of community wildfire hazards and to update
recommendations for reducing fuel hazards on public and private property and in the
surrounding wildland-urban interface. Inventory and analyses methodology from the 2005
assessment were repeated in 2008 to allow for comparisons over time.
This CWPP is a collaborative effort between Carson City Fire Department, Nevada Division of
Forestry, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Carson City residents and
incorporates recent planning efforts including the Multi-Jurisdictional Fuel Reduction and
Wildfire Prevention Strategy. The Nevada Fire Safe Council has provided fundamental services
to Carson City neighborhoods and facilitated homeowner participation in this effort.
Substantial progress has been made since 2005 when the first Community Wildfire Protection
Plan was completed. Fire agencies and homeowners assisted by the Nevada Fire Safe Council
have made significant contributions in improving community safety. Fuel breaks have been built,
private water storage for wildfire suppression has been developed, burned areas have been
revegetated, and defensible space has been established and maintained. The Carson City
Board of Supervisors has updated fire code standards with regard to structure construction,
road construction, and water supply systems and community risk hazard ratings for newer
developments reflect the improved conditions for wildfire safety.
A summary of the assessment results for the neighborhoods in this update is provided in Table
1. The area surrounding Carson City has an active wildfire history and the ignition risk is high
everywhere. Fuel hazard conditions on the west side of Carson City range from moderate to
high in the vicinity of the 2004 Waterfall Fire. The potential for these areas to rapidly spread fire
into adjacent neighborhoods is ever increasing. Fuel hazards on the north and east side of
Carson City also range from moderate to high. The Community Risk Hazard rating was high for
the more remote and for the older neighborhoods including Lakeview, Edmonds/Prison Hill,
Pinion Hills, Mexican Dam, Carson Colony/Voltaire Canyon, and North Carson. Updated
building ordinances and fire-wise planning have improved community safety in newer
subdivisions.
Of greatest concern is the Clear Creek neighborhood. The physical conditions and topographic
constraints that characterize the Clear Creek wildland-urban interface emphasize the need for
extensive and ongoing fuel reduction and fuels management. The recent US Forest Service
plan for fuel reduction north and west of the Clear Creek neighborhood is an important shift in
forest management objectives to prioritize actions that define fire resiliency and forest health.
Homeowners and landowners in Clear Creek, including the Washoe Tribe, have initiated a
number of thinning and defensible space projects. Yet, much remains to be done in a
coordinated effort to address forest health and community safety objectives, reduce the
potential for catastrophic crown fires, and safeguard our natural resources and the residences
who live among them.
Some innovative programs implemented in Carson City neighborhoods to reduce fuels include
prescribed grazing for control of cheatgrass and other fine fuels and the community dumpster
program to provide homeowners an efficient means of biomass disposal. University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension has been in the forefront of public education with the Living with Fire
program. It is important to continue these efforts to maintain awareness and participation.
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Table 1. Results of the community risk/hazard assessment for Carson City.

Neighborhood

Ignition
Risk

Fuel Hazard

Community
Risk/Hazard Rating

Ash Canyon-Western Nevada College

High

Moderate

Moderate

C-Hill

High

Moderate

Moderate

Carson Colony-Voltaire Canyon

High

Moderate

High

Clear Creek

High

Extreme

Extreme

Edmonds-Prison Hill

High

Moderate-High

High

Kings Canyon-Lower

High

Moderate

Low

Kings Canyon-Upper

High

Moderate

High

Lakeview

High

Moderate-High

High

Mexican Dam

High

Moderate-High

High

North Carson

High

Moderate

High

Pinion Hills

High

Moderate

High

Stewart-South Carson

High

Moderate

Moderate

Timberline

High

Moderate-High

Moderate

Homeowners throughout all of the Carson City neighborhoods must be ever diligent and
cognizant of defensible space around their homes and structures. Fuels management on
undeveloped parcels within neighborhood boundaries sometimes poses a greater risk to
residents than wildland fuels in the interface. Enforcement of ordinances that require property
owners to maintain fire safe vegetative conditions should be used when necessary. The ongoing
need for maintenance of fuel reduction and defensible space treatments must remain a priority
for both private landowners and land management agencies.
Ultimately, it is each homeowner’s responsibility to establish and maintain the physical
characteristics of a fire-safe interface property. Public and non-profit agencies such as the
Carson City Fire Department, the Nevada Fire Safe Council, and NDF offer resources to assist
individuals and neighborhoods in achieving the objectives of fuels reduction treatments such as
those recommended within this report. Using a strategy of offering defensible space
assessments to aid homeowners in improving defensible space, the Carson City Fire
Department would remind homeowners – and the owners of undeveloped wildland parcels –
that the safety of their individual property is directly related to property owners taking the
initiative within their neighborhoods for ongoing fuel reduction and vegetation management.
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