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   STAFF REPORT   
     
     
 
Report To:  Redevelopment Authority     Meeting Date:  June 2, 2016 
 
Staff Contact:  Lee Plemel, Community Development Director 
 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action: To make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors regarding the 
expenditure of up to $60,000 from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Redevelopment Revolving Fund to support various 
special events in support of the Redevelopment District.  
 
Staff Summary:  Redevelopment annually funds special events from a portion of the Revolving Fund. The 
Redevelopment office has received a total of $40,800 in Arts and Culture Special Event funding requests and 
$9,000 in other Special Event funding requests. A total of $24,000 has tentatively been allocated in the FY 2016-
17 budget for Arts and Culture Special Events and $36,000 has tentatively been allocated for other Special 
Events. (Lee Plemel, lplemel@carson.org)  
 
Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  20 minutes 
 
 

Proposed Motion  
I move to approve and recommend that the Board of Supervisors authorize the expenditure of $24,000 from the 
Fiscal Year 2016-17 Redevelopment Revolving Fund to support various Arts and Culture special events as 
recommended by the Cultural Commission, and authorize $9,000 to support other special events as 
recommended by RACC as an expense incidental to the carrying out of the Redevelopment Plan that has been 
adopted by the Carson City Board of Supervisors, and based upon the findings that there is a causal connection 
between this redevelopment effort and the need for the expenses, the expenses are needed to ensure the 
success of the redevelopment plan and that the amount of the expenses to be given are minor in comparison to 
the money required for the overall redevelopment plan.  
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
Economic Development 
 
Previous Action   
On May 2, 2016, the Redevelopment Authority Citizens Committee voted 7-0 to authorize $9,000 for the RSVP 
4th of July fireworks display. On May 3, 2016, the Cultural Commission voted 5-0 (1 absent, 1 abstension) to 
authorize $24,000 in funding to the applicants as described below and in the attached spreadsheet.  
 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
A total of $60,000 has been allocated in the FY 2016-17 Redevelopment budget for special events. Per 
Redevelopment Authority policy, 40% ($24,000) of the total funding is allocated to "Arts and Culture" special 
events, with the remaining 60% ($36,000) allocated to other special events. The Redevelopment policies state 
that Arts and Culture special events include performing arts, visual arts, and literary arts, and are generally 
events such as: 
 
 (a)  Theatrical productions;  
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 (b)  Music festivals or music event series involving coordination among multiple event sites or 
organized through an arts organization;  
 (c)  Art displays; or 
 (d)  Other events deemed to be Arts and Culture events as determined by the Director. 
 
Arts and Culture Special Event funding requests include: $5,500 from Brewery Arts Center (Levitt Amp Summer 
Concert Series), $6,000 from Carson City Arts Initiative (CCAI Season Events), $8,000 from Mile High Jazz Band 
(Jazz & Beyond Music), and $21,300 from La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow Committee (La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow).  
 
Other Special Event funding requests include only one application: $9,000 from NV Rural Counties RSVP 
Program, Inc. (4th of July Celebration). In past years, RSVP has submitted applications for three events 
throughout the year. This year, they have only requested funding for the one event, which is a primary reason 
the RACC recommends funding the full requested amount. The RACC also recommended that the applicant seek 
additional sponsorship funding, and suggested that the City should consider taking over the annual 4th of July 
fireworks display.  
 
The La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow application was initially categorized by staff as a Redevelopment special event and 
was directed to the RACC for review. However, the RACC referred the application to the Cultural Commission as 
an "Arts and Culture" special event and the Cultural Commission agreed and took action to recommend funding 
for the event from the Arts and Culture funding allocation.  
 
See the attached staff memos to the Cultural Commission and RACC and the special event applications for more 
information regarding the applicable recommendations. 
 
Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
NRS 279.382 – 279.685 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

If yes, account name/number:  603 Redevelopment Revolving Fund 

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:  The funds are budgeted in the FY 2016-17 Redevelopment budget. 

Alternatives   
Modify the recommended funding for events.  
 
Attachments:  
1)  RACC and Cultural Commission recommendations spreadsheets 
2)  Staff memo to Cultural Commission 
3)  Staff memo to RACC 
4)  Special Event applications  
 
 
Board Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 
                   2) _________________ ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
___________________________ 
     (Vote Recorded By) 
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notes that the event participants use local businesses, restaurants, hotels/motels, and casinos, 
many of which are within the Redevelopment District. The applicant is requesting 100% of the 
event funding but has indicated to staff that they could use and would accept less. The Washoe 
Tribe donates $6,000 and the remainder of their funding is obtained through fundraising. The 
RACC and Redevelopment Authority may consider a reduced amount of funding for this event.  
 
The RACC should consider the application review factors noted earlier in this memo and make 
a recommendation to the Redevelopment Authority for funding the special events. Any Special 
Event funding remaining after this allocation may be reallocated at a later date.  
 
For reference, the following Arts and Culture Special Event applications were received by the 
Redevelopment office and forwarded to the Cultural Commission for its review and 
recommendations to the Redevelopment Authority.  
 

Organization Event Request 

Brewery Arts Center Summer Concert Series $5,500 

Carson City Arts Initiative CCAI Season Events $6,000 

Mile High Jazz Jazz & Beyond Music Festival $8,000 

 Total: $19,500 

 Available: $24,000 

 
If you have any questions regarding these special event applications, please contact Lee Plemel 
at 283-7075 or lplemel@carson.org.  
 
Attachments: 
 A. Special Event Funding Request applications 
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