Initiative Petition - Constitutional Amendment

State of Nevada

THE ENERGY CHOICE INITIATIVE
EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Article 1 of the Nevada Constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto a new
section to read as follows:
1. The People of the State of Nevada declare that it is the policy of this State that
electricity markets be open and competitive so that all electricity customers are afforded
meaningful choices among different providers, and that economic and regulatory
burdens be minimized in order to promote competition and choices in the electric energy
market. This Act shall be liberally construed to achieve this purpose.
2. Effective upon the dates set forth in subsection 3, every person, business,
association of persons or businesses, state agency, political subdivision of the State of
Nevada, or any other entity in Nevada has the right to choose the provider of its electric
utility service, including, but not limited to, selecting providers from a competitive retail
electric market, or by producing electricity for themselves or in association with others,
and shall not be forced to purchase energy from one provider. Nothing herein shall be
construed as limiting such persons’ or entities’ rights to sell, trade or otherwise dispose
of electricity.
3. (a) Not later than July 1, 2023, the Legislature shall provide by law for
provisions consistent with this Act to establish an open, competitive retail electric energy
market, to ensure that protections are established that entitle customers to safe, reliable,
and competitively priced electricity, including, but not limited to, provisions that reduce
costs to customers, protect against service disconnections and unfair practices, and
prohibit the grant of monopolies and exclusive franchises for the generation of
electricity. The Legislature need not provide for the deregulation of transmission or
distribution of electricity in order to establish a competitive market consistent with this
Act.
(b) Upon enactment of any law by the Legislature pursuant to this Act before July 1,
2023, and not later than that date, any laws, regulations, regulatory orders or other
provisions which conflict with this Act will be void. However, the Legislature may enact
legislation consistent with this act that provides for an open electric energy market in
part or in whole before July 1, 2023.
(c) Nothing herein shall be construed to invalidate Nevada’s public policies on
renewable energy, energy efficiency and environmental protection or limit the
Legislature’s ability to impose such policies on participants in a competitive electricity
market.
4. Should any part of this Act be declared invalid, or the application thereof to any
person, thing or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the
remaining provisions or application of this Act which can be given effect without the
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to
be severable. This subsection shall be construed broadly to preserve and effectuate the
declared purpose of this Act.

